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March 15, 2010

Ms. Michelle Cockett
P.O. Box 1633
Wailuku, Hawaii 96793

Dear Ms. Cockett:

SUBJECT: APPROVAL OF WETLAND MITIGATION PLAN AT MAUI COASTAL
LAND TRUST'S WAIHEE COASTAL DUNES AND WETLANDS
REFUGE AT KAHEKILI HIGHWAY AND HALEWAIU ROAD, LOCATED
AT WAIHEE, ISLAND OF MAUI, HAWAII; TMK(S): (2) 3-2-040:001 AND
(2) 3-2-040:002, AS COMPENSATORY MITIGATION FOR THE
PROPOSED MAUI MEDICAL PLAZA AT KANAHA, LOCATED AT
KAHULUI, ISLAND OF MAUI, HAWAI; TMK: (2) 3-7-011:028
(SMX 2009/0220) (SM2 2010/0017) (EAE 2010/0011)

In response to your modified plans received on December 2, 2009, the Department of
Planning (Department) understands that:

y [ The project scope of work is to complete compensatory mitigation at the two (2)
subject Tax Map Keys [TMK(S)], as required by the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers (USACE), for the proposed Maui Medical Plaza at Kanaha for filling
0.95 acres of wetlands adjacent to Kanaha Pond, at TMK: (2) 3-7-011:028. This
project is to offset loss of wetlands on parcel 28 where the proposed Maui
Medical Plaza building is to be constructed in the future;

2. The original proposed project site location for the mitigation has been changed
to the Maui Coastal Land Trust's Waihee Coastal Dunes and Wetlands Refuge
at TMK: (2) 3-2-040:001 and (2) 3-2-040:002. The USACE has approved this
site for the compensatory mitigation;

f The reason for the change in location is due to the State Department of
Transportation’s September 10, 2009 letter to the Department that finds the
original proposed mitigation location at Kanaha Pond, TMK: (2) 3-7-011:028,
may generate adverse impacts to the State highway, Hana Highway, and to the
State Airport, Kahului Airport. In addition, on January 15, 2009, U.S Airways
flight 1549 made a crash landing in the Hudson River after ingestion of
Canadian geese in its two (2) engines. Since that event, there has been a
heightened awareness of the seriousness of bird strike hazards to aviation.
Thus, habitat improvements near airports have become a National concern; and
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4. Mitigation will involve removal of invasive species along a one (1) acre portion of
wetland behind an existing sand dune and within a four (4) acre portion of the
wetland itself in front of the sand dune. Upon removal of the invasive species,
that area will be replanted with ahuawa (Cyperus javanicus), makaloa (Cyperus
laevigatus), and kalua (Bolboschoenus maritime). Work will be done using a
forestry mulcher in order to limit impacts to the surface and avoid ground-altering
disturbance.

SPECIAL MANAGEMENT AREA MINOR PERMIT APPROVAL

In accordance with the Special Management Area (SMA) Rules for the Maui Planning
Commission, Sections 12-202-12 and 12-202-14, a determination has been made relative to the
above project that:

s The project is a development;

2 The project has a valuation not in excess of $125,000.00;
(Valuation: $112,200.00)

3. In a letter dated January 15, 2010, the USACE, Honolulu District, Regulatory
Branch approved the revised mitigation plan entitled, “Maui Medical Plaza at
Kanaha Alternate Wetland Mitigation Plan,” dated November 23, 2009. The
determination is that the proposed mitigation plan will adequately compensate for
wetland impacts as required under the Mitigation Rule 33 CFR Parts 325 and
332,

4. The project parcel where the Compensatory Mitigation actions will be completed
has a standing accepted Archaeological Monitoring Plan for the project site
(SHPD LOG NO: 2007.3717, DOC NO. 0803JP01),

5. The Department of Land and Natural Resources-State Historic Preservation
Division (DLNR-SHPD) issued a Letter of No Effect to the USACE, (LOG No:
2009.3578 DOC NO: 1001PC22 Archaeological), dated January 22, 2010;

6. The project has no significant adverse environmental or ecological effect, taking
into account potential cumulative effects; and

T The project is consistent with the objectives, policies, and SMA guidelines set
forth in the Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRS), Chapter 205-A, and is consistent
with the County General Plan and Zoning.









